
Property Taxes – A 
General Overview
Presented to California State University Channel Islands 

Prepared by the Ventura County Auditor-Controller’s Office

June 9, 2025



Ventura County Auditor-Controller’s Office
Property Tax Division

 Team consists of a Deputy Director, Accounting 
Manager and 7 staff who are responsible for 
administering, calculating and distributing over $2.0
billion in property tax revenues.

 Performs tax calculations for over 316,000 taxable 
parcels and approximately 2,500 tax rate areas 
(TRAs).

 Distributes tax revenues to over 400 taxing entities 
including 10 cities, 10 Successor Agencies (RDAs) and 
numerous special districts.



Property Tax Flow Chart



Brief History of Property Taxes
 Prior to 1978 – Local governments were authorized to 

set their own tax rates.  Based upon the amount of 
revenue necessary to provide services, the local 
governments set the tax rates in order to collect 
that revenue amount.  The average tax rate in CA 
prior to Proposition 13 was 2.67%.

 Proposition 13 – Approved by voters on June 6, 1978, 
lowered the property tax rate to a maximum of 1%.

 SB 154 – State’s first law allocating property tax 
revenue.  Amounts based on share of property tax 
received prior to Prop. 13, with state providing 
grants for some of local revenue loss.

 AB 8 – State changes property tax allocations in SB 
154, establishes system for allocating future growth 
in property tax revenue, and absorbs costs of some 
local programs.

Source:  LAO Report, “Understanding California’s Property Taxes”



Sample University Glen Secured Tax Bill

Ad 
Valorem

Non Ad 
Valorem



Relationship Between the Secured Tax Bill & AB8



Relationship between the Secured Tax bill & AB8 



Relationship Between the Secured Tax Bill & AB8
 From the sample secured property tax bill on slide #6, the Prop. 13 Maximum 1% tax amount = 

$4,742.20

 To calculate County General Fund’s (Fund 4001) approximate share of the 1% tax, you take the AB8 
factor for the TRA in which the parcel is located and multiply by the tax amount.  

 The 2024-25 AB8 factor for the County General Fund = .2021745233

 .2021745233 x $4,742.20 = $958.75

 The County General Fund’s approximate allocation of the 1% property tax revenue for this University 
Glen parcel = $958.75**

Property Taxes apportioned to the County General Fund are considered General Purpose Revenue

Using the County Executive Office’s 2018-19 Preliminary Budget reported percentages, the approximate 
split to County services would be:

 59% to Administration of Justice = $958.75 x .59 = $565.66

 16% to Other General Funds = $958.75 x .16 = $153.40

 12% to Health & Human Services = $958.75 x .12 = $115.05

 10% to General Government = $958.75 x .10 = $95.88

 3% to Environmental Balance = $958.75 x .03 = $28.76

**Amount is prior to contributions to RDA/Site Authority



The Secured Tax Bill & Direct Assessments



The Secured Tax Bill & Direct Assessments

The Auditor-Controller’s Office has a ministerial duty to place Direct Assessments on 
the tax bill on behalf of the Direct Assessment taxing entities. 

Direct Assessment taxing entities must provide information to the Auditor-Controller’s 
Office including the State code which authorizes the levy of the Direct Assessment and 
placement on the tax bill, along with copies of any Ordinances or Resolutions 
authorizing the levy.



The Secured Tax Bill & Direct Assessments
FY24-25 Agency Information sheet submitted by CSUCI



The Secured Tax Bill & Direct Assessments
Ordinance No. FA 2001-01 submitted by CSUCI



The Secured Tax Bill & Direct Assessments
Ordinance No. FA 2001-01 submitted by CSUCI



Resources & Links

 Auditor-Controller’s website:  http://www.ventura.org/auditor-controller

 AB8 TRA History Reports: https://www.ventura.org/auditor-controllers-office/ab8-
tra-history/

 LAO’s Guide to Understanding CA Property Taxes:  
http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2012/tax/property-tax-primer-112912.pdf


